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No, we change nature in order that people may live better.
We need machines in order that we may work less and accomplish
more. By the end of the Five-Year Plan the working day in a
factory will be reduced by 50 minutes. If we assume that the
working year consists of 273 days (not counting rest days and
holidays), the worker will labour 227 hours a year less than he
did at the beginning of the Plan. And 227 hours is almost 73
seven-hour working days.
He will work less and yet accomplish more. During seven
hours in the factory he will do what now requires eleven and a
half hours.
And if this is so, his wages will be raised by fifty per cent.
In comparison with conditions before the Revolution, every
worker will labour three hours less a day and yet will receive
twice as much pay.
But this is not all. Work will be made easier. No longer will
there be bent backs, strained muscles, swollen veins on the fore-
head. Loads will travel, not on people's backs, but over con-
veyers. The heavy crowbar and hoe will give place to the
pneumatic hammer and compressed air.
Instead of dark, gloomy shops with dim, yellow lamps there
will be light, clean halls with great windows and beautiful tile
floors. Not the lungs of men, but powerful ventilators will suck
in and swallow the dirt, dust, and shavings of the factories.
Workers will be less fatigued after a day's labour. There will be
fewer "occupational" diseases. Think of all the people who die
now of these illnesses! Every metal-worker has lungs eaten up
by metal dust. You can always tell a blacksmith by his pale
face, a stoker by his red inflamed eyes.
After we build Socialism, all will have equally healthy faces.
Men will cease to regard work as a punishment, a heavy obliga-
tion. They will labour easily and cheerfully.
But if work will be a joy, rest will be a double joy.
Can one rest now in a crowded and noisy home amid the
hissing of oil-burners, the smoke of the kitchen, the drying of
wet cloths, the filth of dim windows, dirty furniture, spittle-
spattered floors, and with unwashed dishes on the table!
After all, man is not just muscles with which to work. He is
not a machine. He has a mind that wants to know, eyes that
want to see, ears that want to hear, a voice that wants to sing,